Fournier's gangrene. Experience in the treatment of gangrenous inflammation of the male genitals.
Four cases of acute gangrenous inflammation of the male genitals are discussed, after a brief review of the literature, with reference to the authors' own experience. In addition to dermal and fascial necrosis the disease causes severe sepsis and shock. Characteristics include rapid progression, occasionally in a matter of hours, and high rate of mortality. Attention is called to the importance of early surgical intervention and to the difficulties in combatting the septic shock.